28

To pay attention to the real world - green buds on the bare
branches as equally as the fury of the protester whose brother
is locked in ICE detention. Clearheaded noticing - a compass
that doesn’t fail me. In Masafer Yatta, people speak the name
of the man tasked with demolishing homes. He shuts his ears
to the sound. In the hospital where we work, we close our
ears to suffering to survive the repetition of it. But then my
friend says, “Tell me about it. What does it ask of you?” we
huddle under awnings out of the rain, sharing dreams of free
clinics and folk schools. Real-world interventions, not fantas-
tical escapes. Driving home, I hear a Swainson's thrush, its
song loudly cascading over the woods.

—Syp

29

Many years ago, I'd never have imagined that my friend, one
of the most caring, smart, radical troublemakers I'd ever
known, could die so young. Goddamn if I don’t do him right
by fighting as best as I can. In 2020, I'd never have imagined
kissing behind a burning barricade, until it happened, and
goddamn we're going to do that again. Until this year, I'd
never have imagined helping to raise a kid in the midst of this
apocalypse - and then she was born. I'm scared as hell for her
future, but goddamnit, I'm going to try to carve out some joy
for her in it.

-Muffin
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Compassion is a kind of strength. That means care for com-
rades, not only fighting against repression, but fighting for a
world where we are kinder to each other. There’s too much
irony in the zeitgeist, and we've forgotten that we owe each
other a lot: grace, understanding, and the support that’s taken
from us each day by systems of domination. That's easy to
say, but so hard to act on. All I can do is be vulnerable and
pour my heart out like water, no matter how painful. The
rewards are sweeter.

-Anastasia

23

There’s a feeling I get sometimes - like my body has a white-
hot core anchoring me to the earth, like I have fire smoldering
in both palms, like I'm breathing flames with every word I
speak. That's the feeling I return to when I need guidance in
times like these. I know who I am and where I'm rooted. I
know that how I show up can be terrifying to the forces of
fascism, but also a warm and inviting fireplace for the people
who are feeling cold and isolated by political turmoil.

-Ransom

2%

In my mind, empire is the Borg. Every time we repeat a tactic,
the empire acclimates and adapts, and the tactic’s impact is
lessened. Our creativity is our greatest strength, and I choose
to believe that our diverse thinking is more powerful than its
violence. There is no single right answer, no best choice.
Empire forecloses options. I ask myself, What imperfect ones
do we still have? What beauty can we find in them?

-Sky

hortly after the US presidential election of 2024, 1

asked numerous Jewish anarchists to send me their

succinct ideas for inspiring people to think and act
for themselves against Christofascism. Those snippets
became the basis of the zine “Don’t Just Do Nothing:
20 Things You Can Do to Counter Fascism.”* To my
surprise and delight, the zine was read, downloaded,
printed, and freely distributed by tens of thousands of
people. It seemed to strike a chord at just the right time,
when encouragement to engage was much needed.

Some three months after January 20, 2025, the shock and
awe of the Trump+Musk regime has left many of us
reeling - and hurting. Powerfully, many of us are throw-
ing ourselves into diverse forms of self-organizing,
resistance, and collective care, while also reflecting on our
strategies and tactics. Yet there’s a palpable difference
between “doing”+“thinking,” and the feelings produced in
our bodies and thus daily lives by the rapid consolidation
of fascism.

We can barely keep up with the onslaught of horrific
news and losses, much less process them. We can barely
keep up with each new twist and turn of the authori-
tarian knife, much less muster the capacity to fight all of

* For readable and print-ready PDFs of “Don’t Just Do Nothing,”
and/or to read the text online, see https://itsgoingdown.org/dont-
just-do-nothing-20-things-you-can-do-to-counter-fascism/, with
gratitude to Its Going Down for hosting the zine on its website.
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The fascism of the moment is nothing I haven’t known and
experienced my whole life living in the US South. Growing my
kinship relations, queer and asynchronous, has taught me that
I am part of a long legacy of people and communities fighting
evil shit under so many different names. I focus on being a
rock thrown into time that later generations will need to draw
strength and direction from. To fight fascists now I pull from
the past and project into tomorrow - not with passivity and
pessimism, but with principled action and a deep love for
freedom, my community, and humanity.

-Shawn

19

When asked to genuflect, to worship authority, I instead turn
away from the altars presented or those hidden in plain sight.
Instead, I strive to ignore the insistence of singularity in the
face of what I know to be real and true: community. Or I try
to worship differently, worship without kneeling, worship the
diffuse (the ever and always creating). Worship the communal,
the narrative, the textual, the chorus. If it relates to the earth,
then I worship earth; if it is solidarity, then I worship solidar-
ity. If it is action, then action; if it is dissent, then dissent. I
turn and aspire to dismantle every thought, every gesture,
that upholds authority. I begin there.

-Lucinda

1

It's the little things that sustain me. Smile. Touch. Humanizing
each other. The validation that under capitalism, all of us
suffer, but that suffering need not be made invisible. I ground
myself by concentrating on the small, seemingly inconsequen-
tial acts of interpersonal resistance that make a terrifying
world feel a little less hostile.

-Nils

2

I keep my head in the clouds and my feet on the ground, not
letting anything limit my imagination - our greatest strength. I
ask myself, “What legacy will we leave for the political imagi-
nation?” while learning from and rooting in the traditions of
those who have come before. If fascism seeks to find meaning
with stories of hatred and fear, we will outstory it with love,
joy, connection, passion, comedy, and revelry. If fascism is
trying to kill us, we must commit our hearts to living. Every
breath a promise.

-Krystal

J

I was getting super depressed about how fascism keeps
coming back in cycles. Then I realized that I would never go
back in time to 1930 and tell people that there's no point in
fighting fascism; that it will only come back. So I shouldn't
feel like there's no point now. That's what keeps me going
these days.

-Ellie
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The atmosphere of working with other anarchists day in and
day out teaches me that small things add up if you collaborate
with others to strike at the heart of a struggle. I love this
world and the magic it holds, so the bigger the threats, the
tighter my grasp is on fighting for what's good and beautiful,
and now I never feel alone in this fight. Learning to trust and
love means knowing there is room to rest without losing my
drive. As I continue to survive (to my surprise), and I see
nature recover with the smallest human efforts, I know some
beings will make it through this era, so when there are hard
days, I continue for the bugs and birds and my friends’
children.

-Celeste

14

Fascism found me, and I survived. They tore my name, they
dragged my profession, they hung my body out to dry. Here I
am anyway. My wife wakes me up in the morning with a
smile and a Danish. The birds sing outside, and I overhear a
neighbor exclaim with pleasure over the roses spilling from my
garden, and their child screeches in delight at finding a Frog
and Toad book in my Little Free Library. Later, I'll go open up
the anarchist bookshop where I volunteer and meet new
people, who I'll love for their laughter and their fight as they
pick out their written weapons of choice. I will do anything to
keep the small joys alive. What else is it all for?

-Arantzazu

6

I'm trying to remain determined and hopeful and not get
depressed. I started experimenting with new vegan recipes,
diggin’ into new books, looking at baby opossums, making
posters of an ICE vehicle on fire, and spending time with my
loved ones, while simultaneously catching up on bills and
trying to get all of my legal documents in order to prepare in
case of emergency. As a PoC anarchist and immigrant, there’s
always a possibility of getting incarcerated and deported just
for existing, but the chances are higher than usual. I can’t help
feeling like DHS/ICE is gonna show up at my door or at work
and take me! I keep trying to focus on what I can control, and
remind myself that they want us to be isolated and in fear. So
I keep sending out love to all of my relations and rage against
the state!

-Des

7

Rage, grief, fear, worry, despair. Even for those of us who
don't live inside the so-called United States, the blitzkrieg of
fascism touches us. So it feels even more important to take
good care of myself and my loved ones. I'm making space for
simple things that give me solace, but also moments of
collective celebration that give me energy. For instance, I just
went to an antifascist carnival in Lausanne, Switzerland, dur-
ing which 3,000 people danced through the streets in wild
costumes in a parade framed as a ritual to counter fascism.
Such rituals of care - small and larger - are the small breaks
that prepare me for the assault of bad news.

-Anti
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